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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To remove the CO 
adsorbed to the surface of an electrode by oxidation and 
to avoid and recover the deterioration of battery 
performance due to impurities such as CO contained in 
fuel gas (H) by including a process for temporarily 
setting the electrode potential of a fuel electrode to a § 
potential higher than the standard hydrogen electrode § 
potential by a specific voltage or above. Jf 
SOLUTION: The potential of a fuel electrode is | 
temporarily set to a potential higher than the standard | 
hydrogen electrode potential by +0.3 V or above with the i 

operation of a fuel cell kept continued, and impurities 

such as CO accumulated on the electrode catalyst of 

the fuel electrode and deactivating the fuel electrode w****^^ 

are removed by oxidation. The battery voltage drops as 

the discharge duration elapses, the feed of fuel is 

stopped when the battery voltage becomes lower than 

0.6 V, and the feed of fuel is quickly resumed when the 

battery voltage becomes 0.1 V. The potential of the fuel 

electrode quickly rises when the feed of fuel is stopped, and the potential quickly drops to the 
original potential when the feed of fuel is resumed. Power can be generated while the potential 
of the fuel electrode is maintained at the average potential +0.1 V or below by repeating these 
actions. 
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